
The Internet Is My Religion is a story about the power of a 
connected humanity. Through story, we can uncover the themes 
that have shaped our pasts and will shape our futures. By sharing 
the unique experiences that make us who we are, we can gain 
insight into what we care about most and help each other find 
what we are meant to create in the world.

One way to do this is through story circles. We encourage you to 
invite friends, family and colleagues together to share your stories 
with each other, and together, discover what each of you is meant 
to create.
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You can host a story circle event for anywhere from 
6 to 60 people, depending on the space you have 
available. Use your living room, a coworking 
space, or a conference room - just make sure the 
space is contained and free from distraction. You’ll 
also need room to set up enough circles of 6 to 10 
chairs to accommodate the number of people you 
want to invite. 

SELECT YOUR SETTING

Before people arrive, position chairs or couches in 
closed circles for the exact number of people in 
each group. Each circle should include 6 to 10 
people. Ideally, each circle will be in it’s own room 
or area. If that’s not possible, position your circles 
with enough distance from each other to give the 
groups some privacy. 

SET UP YOUR SPACE

HOST YOUR OWN STORY CIRCLE  

Story sharing requires a space where people feel 
comfortable to be vulnerable and share personal 
experiences. During your introduction, set an 
agreement for confidentiality with the group. If 
someone wants to relay another person’s story 
outside the group, she should get permission from 
that person. 

MAKE AN AGREEMENT

Determine how much time each person should take 
for their story based on the size of your groups and 
the time you have. For example, if each group has 
6 people who get 10 minutes each, you’ll need 
60 minutes for stories and time for arrival and 
debrief. Select a timekeeper for each group and 
provide final ten and five minute warnings when 
story time is almost up. 

KEEP TIME

When everyone is finished sharing their stories, 
gather them together in a large group for a discus-
sion on what they heard, key themes that surfaced, 
and anything else of interest. You’ll find some 
question ideas on the next page.  

DEBRIEF & WRAP-UP

We’d love to hear about how you made this 
process your own and how it impacted your 
community. Share your story and photos from your 
event using #TIIMR! 

LET US KNOW HOW IT GOES!

Gather an even number of people to participate in 
a conversation meal on a day of your choosing. 
Create your event invitation at 
internetismyreligion.com/host_an_event. 
Depending on the size of your space, invite 
anywhere from 4 to 20 people. 

PLAN YOUR EVENT

After guests arrive and get seated, tell them why 
you wanted to gather them together. You can share 
a bit about Jim’s story, or talk about the power of 
stories to connect people and help us uncover our 
purpose in the world. Use a thoughtful question to 
prompt the kind of stories you want people to share 
(see next page). 

PROVIDE CONTEXT



• What brought you to where you are today?

• What are you trying to create in the world?

• How did you become who you are?

• What brought you to [fill in the blank with 

   your organization, issue, etc]?

• How was that experience for you?

• What did you notice? 

• What were some common themes that came up? 

• How do you feel now compared to when you 

   arrived? 

DEBRIEF QUESTIONS :STORY CIRCLE QUESTIONS :

QUESTIONS TO ASK : 
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